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Should standardized tests be used as exit and/or entrance Exams?
Introduction
The utilization of standardized tests should be used for exit purposes because there are various benefits associated with this approach than using them for entrance. I believe there is the necessity of analyzing available necessary choices in some cases, most notably to demonstrate understanding and learner performance on taught materials. For instance, physical assessments should be conducted on hands-on applications such as dentistry or phlebotomist to demonstrate a successful exit. I believe that by doing so, learners will be able to be confident and ready to take on their future careers. I undertook a course as a dental assistant, and my learning experience has taught me that taking the hands-on assessment is better compared to writing and taking tests. Even though standardized exit tests have some cons, such as; it does not provide a fair basis of testing in terms of considering students with underlying cognitive problems and favors students who use memorization as a method of learning and understand faster on lecturing method of teaching and doesn’t consider students who understand better when learning materials such as audiovisual are used .however the advantages involved with standardized exit exams outdoes the disadvantages .they include; conglomeration is easier since it’s easier to calculate the mean, mode, and even the variation. The results are reliable and valid since they can be reproduced and are generalizable.

Discussion
Using standardized tests for exit enables learners to gain valuable metrics that can be used to assess the quality of a given curriculum. Having such tests developed and provided by an independent institution will render them useful since they are derived from neutral sources besides providing educational institutions with comparable data with existing curriculum and other schools (Ling and Liu 2). Developing and relying on standardized tests will help institutions to better determine the eligibility of learners for graduations or promotions to the next level of education? In addition to enhancing the existing curriculum, standardized testing will have useful implications for learners who may be experiencing difficulties in their academic work (Khan 2). Accountability will be enhanced because the tests will offer evidence of teacher and administrator performances across states, districts, schools relative to established benchmarks and standards. This will make the stakeholders in the education sector more productive since the assessment are fair and universal.

Another reason why standardized tests need to be applied only in exit is that they will help improve the identification of areas of weakness as well as strength which will ensure that there is improvement in weak areas. Upon receiving feedback data, institutions will be able to evaluate the practicability and effectiveness of various education programs. (Khan 2) This implies that standardized is used by education institutions to reflect established programs in addition to evaluating student performance. Exit data is also used to compare students with other institutions for better resource allocation and program assessment (Ling and Liu 3). This helps educators to track long-term trends because test results will offer real evidence of changes observed through the performance of a group of learners, for instance, those enrolled in specific school districts or schools.   

The benefit of the exit assessment test is the tool of evaluating learner progress through yearly internal and external comparisons. For a number of years, learning institutions have been able to use data to identify trends both in their institutions and industries (Quintelier et al. 2). They are able to do this by checking for changes based on their source; for instance, if a physics score suddenly improves, a school may identify any changes that result in improved performance and find effective ways of implementation in subsequent curriculums. Learning institutions may also use exit data to assess any challenges that result in negative outcomes and ways of improvement (Quintelier et al. 2). This diagnosis will offer information regarding student weaknesses and strengths-based on specific skills or materials such as proficiency in math aims to improve learning and teaching. 

Nonetheless, there are several opposing viewpoints to apply standardized tests in exit, the main being negative impact on confidence. The knowledge that a learner can easily be interpreted through individual scores being the only source of judgment in one’s ability is unnerving to most learners. The argument given is that only one data point is used for judgment, neglecting an array of multiple internet assessments on learner progress (Khan 3). A learner may have demonstrated good progress and clear understanding concerning a particular concept or subject but maybe poorly skilled when testing in multiple choices. More importantly, a learner may experience difficulties, especially when he or she feels that she had poor performance based on their expectations (Ling and Liu 4). Instead of making the decision of reflecting a series of internal assessment data alongside their teachers, most learners believe that success is only determined through standardized data, which is only taken once annually.   

Conclusion
Both private and public schools should consider using annual standardized assessment tests at exit rather than entry-level. This is because exit exams show an outcome of completion of a particular program, therefore, assessing the knowledge captured and retained by an individual at the end of the course. This is despite the fact that educational institutions use numerous internal assessments to monitor student progress, standardized testing at exit will provide educators with relevant data for comparison purposes and curriculum assessment processes this is because standardized exit exams are majorly conducted by an external body; therefore, ensuring that there is fairness as well as providing a view of weaknesses as well as strengths of a particular institution. However, the issue has become a difficult topic of discussion because educators argue that student success cannot be measured only through external and internal assessments. Indeed standardized testing is useful because educational institutions are able to use data to help improve and enhance the quality of learning and testing. Tests results should not be allowed to judge the natural abilities of learners, placing them as the value of judgments. Standardized tests in exit will prove to be valuable additional data points that are used to offer further views on student teaching and learning.       
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